WARWICK

Of these, the legendary Guy of Warwick must not be
omitted although he had no real existence and his relics which
are preserved at Warwick all date from different periods.   His
legend, which exists in various versions in both French and
English, makes him a hero of the Arthurian type.   Guy was a
young man noted for his strength and valour but of humble
birth, being the son of the Earl's steward.   In order to win the
hand of the Earl's daughter Felice, he went abroad in pursuit
of adventure.  After performing astonishing deeds of valour, he
returned home and such was his reputation that the Earl gladly
allowed his daughter to be betrothed to him.   The love of
adventure was so strong,   however, that, after ridding the
inhabitants of Warwick of a Dun Cow * six feet in length, four
feet high, with large sharp horns and fiery eyes,' he went
abroad again.  There he took part in the relief of Byzantium,
killed the Sultan with his own hand and, returning home,
married Felice and became Earl of Warwick on the death of
her father.   But now he was stricken with remorse for his past
life and said to his wife, * For thy sake, dear lady, have I
wandered through seas of blood and with this hand laid many
thousands sleeping in their silent graves, and spent all the days
of my blooming youth in seeking that empty title called honour*
Therefore it is now my resolution to take a pilgrimage to the
Holy Land/  When Guy returned many years later he did not
reveal himself to his wife, but went to live as a hermit in a place
outside the town now called Guy's ClifFe.   When he was dy-
ing he sent the ring, which he had exchanged with his wife
when he was leaving her, to Felice who hastened to GuyV
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